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The Jewish insuperable difficulties, and the project was
Bkobidlhan regarded by the opponents of the Union, and
a Utopia not ^y thgjn alone, as as rash and hopeless an
undertaking as the establishment of the So-
cialist economic system in any one country.
Inadequate financial resources made the exe-
cution of the project more difficult; many of
the settlers tramped back, and its opponents
were already saying triumphantly that the
Utopian plan, as they predicted from the
beginning would be the case,, had foundered
on the remoteness of the territory., the geo-
logical composition of its soil, the plague of
mosquitoes and malaria, and not least the
inadequacy of the degenerate provincial Rus-
sian Jews as pioneers.

And now to-day in the Birobidchan territory
one sees a proper town with schools, hospitals,
Government buildings, and a theatre, and one
can travel from Moscow in the through coach
of an express. Although the plan provides for
the immigration of more than one hundred
thousand Jews over the next three years, the
authorities have to maintain strict supervision,
so numerous are those willing to immigrate.
I received many letters from Birobidchan, and